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organising his outposts when he received from the
squadron on ahead along the road to Neustadt the news
(at 8.30) that the enemy was approaching. When the
squadron had arrived on the plateau, they had seen
strong columns of all arms marching on the road to
Neustadt and in the direction of Skalitz. These latter
had already reached Schonow, Prowodow, Domkow.
The scouts, Prussian dragoons, had been received by a
violent fire on approaching these columns.

The commander of the advance guard then ordered the
commander of the head of the advance guard to proceed
to the Wenzelsberg plateau, in order to check the enemy
at the road junction with the help of all available troops
remaining (2nd of the 37th, half-company of Jager,
one battery). At the same time he sent to the main
body of the advance guard at Altstadt the order to
advance towards the Wenzelsberg plateau by the height
of Branka which lies south of the road junction.

Let us follow the advance guard in the development
of its mission, and let us see what becomes of our three
terms:

Reconnoitring: the Austrians not being seriously
covered, the Prussian dragoons have easily discovered
two columns to be on the march, one towards Domkow,
the other towards Wysokow. This is more than is
needed for taking a decision. The reconnaissance is for
the time at an end.

Laying hold of the enemy, fixing him, while one pre-
pares to strike; this cannot be thought of here, the
manoeuvre is far from being ready to execute. The
army corps is still on its way; the head of its column will
not arrive till noon.

Covering the point of debouching for the arrival, for
assembly, and, finally, for the entry into action of the
army corps, becomes an important and pressing matter;
it is 8,30 a.m., the advance guard will have to perform
that heavy covering task unaided for nearly four hours.
This function is first ascribed to the 27th Prussian regi-
ment. That regiment had not fired a shot since 1815,
It had not taken anv part in the affray at Sehleswig-
Holstein in 1864. A fifty years peace-training was about
to be applied here against the Austrian army which
has fought recently (in 1859). We shall soon find, on
one side, men- who know war without having made it.